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Course	Overview:	
This course will examine the history of political institutions, economic systems, social structures, and cultures 
in the modern Western world.  European history will be examined in depth, and historic periods under study 
include the Renaissance, the Protestant Reformation, the Age of Absolutism, the Enlightenment, the Age of 
Revolutions, the Industrial Revolution, Imperialism, the World Wars, the Cold War, and the present day.  
Besides learning about European History, this course will focus on writing and researching like a historian.  
Thus, this is a reading and writing intensive course.  Students who earn a final grade of C or above are eligible 
for UCONN credit.   

Vision	of	the	Successful	Student	and	Core	Competencies:	
	
The students will understand:    

 Literacy skills needed to demonstrate effective reading and writing in the subject area.  
 Research and writing skills that historians utilize to study history 
 The application of historical skills by reading, writing, and analyzing historical topics in order to form 

arguments that are supported by primary and secondary research 
 The spread of religious change and conflict throughout European history. 
 The change in gender relations throughout European history. 
 The rise and fall of political movements and governments throughout European history. 
 The causes and impact of cultural and intellectual developments throughout European history. 
 The major historic trends in European history. 

									
Materials	and	Resources	to	Support	Student	Learning:	
	

 Text book: Western Heritage, Since 1300 by Donald Kagan and others 
 Supplemental primary source readings relating to the time period under study. 
 Supplemental secondary readings from periodicals such as: History Review, Smithsonian and History 

Today. 
	
Evidence	of	Student	Learning:	
	
Homework:  
Homework is provided to prepare students for new learning, allow them opportunities to practice what they 
have learned, and to extend their learning by providing them with learning tasks that will foster a deeper 
understanding of the subject.  
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Some examples of homework may include: 
 Analyzing a primary source document. 
 Analyzing a secondary source document. 
 Responding to classroom discussion. 
 Conducting research on historical topics for further analysis. 
 Providing evidence of skill improvement. 

 
Homework will count 10% of the total grade 
 
Performance Tasks: 
Performance tasks are provided to ensure that students can actively demonstrate their learning.  
 
Some examples of performance tasks may include: 

 Document Based Papers 
 Individual Research Paper 
 Group Research Paper 
 Group Presentation 

 
Performance tasks will count 45% of the total grade for Quarters 1, 2, 3.  Performance tasks will count 60% for Quarter 4.      
 
Short Answer Tests: 
 
Tests are usually given at the conclusion of a unit of study to determine student learning of content and skills necessary 
for mastery of the unit’s essential questions and major understandings.  
 
Tests will count 45% of the total grade for Quarters 1, 2, 3.  Tests will count 30% for Quarter 4.   
 
Disclaimer:  The SWHS grade and UConn grades might differ because the SWHS high school grade is determined by 
SWHS versus the UConn course grade is determined by the grading rubric set by the University department.  Therefore, 
there might be a different letter grade on the UConn transcript versus the SWHS transcript.   
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Student:		 I	have	read	this	document	and	understand	the	expectations	for	this	course.	
	
__________________________________________________________________	 	 __________________	
																Student’s	Signature	 	 	 	 	 	 Date	
	
Parent:	 	 My	daughter/son	has	shared	the	course	expectations	with	me.	
	
__________________________________________________________________	 	 ___________________	
																Parent	Signature		 	 	 	 	 	 Date	
	

RETURN TO CLASSROOM TEACHER NO LATER THAN:

	


